












PWWA Talanoa, Issue No1 - July 2016, Page 7

TO HUNDREDS AT LELE’A VILLAGE IN APIA, SAMOA

The regular monitoring by the partners means 
water quality is ensured. “Now we can drink 
water without boiling. And even if it rains the 
spring water is clean to drink”, says Lua.
The joy of having free fl owing and readily 
available water is not lost to the little one in her 
family either.  “The water is nice and always cold 
to drink”, pipes in grand-daughter, Helen Malag 
(12) during the interview with grandma Lua.
Under the old scheme, water ran constantly
although often running out. It does so now
too but rationing is encouraged to ensure
sustainability.
As universally done so, Lelea villagers use
water for washing, cooking, bathing and 
drinking.  “The new scheme has made life
easier. It saves time even with water rationing,
as now hardly anyone falls sick and there’s no
more running to the hospital especially with
diarrhoea,” beams Lua.
The supply of clean water comes at a small cost.
Households are charged 5 tala a month and
2 tala per tap per month that goes to the village
committee for maintenance and other water
related activities. Lua pays four tala for her two
taps. Additional taps will cost more so for now
she has a tap leading to the toilet and another
one outside, some fi ve meters from her kitchen
that she uses for cooking and bathing, etc.
When questioned that there was no tap in the
kitchen, she smiles. “A tap in her kitchen would
be nice but it means another 2 tala a month for
another tap”.

All but one of her eight children live aboard, 

with remittances assisting with household 
expenses. To supplement the household 
income and fend for her husband, 
daughter and granddaughter who makeup her 
household, Lua weaves fi ne Samoan mats 
(ietoga). These works of art are valuable 
traditionally, but also expensive to purchase, as 
the fi ne weaving is arduous and time consuming. 
Having clean water, easily and quickly available 
frees up the time Lua requires for her weaving and 
assists somewhat, in attaining some semblance of 
fi nancial independence.
The scheme is a matter of pride for the village, 
with jokes abound on Lele’a leading the way.  
It has also benefi ted nearby villagers Lua 
tells us. “Villagers take water from our village, 
especially when families are visiting from 
aboard. They come and collect spring water in 
big bottles instead of buying bottled water. It’s 
so good nearby villagers are applying for similar 
schemes,” she laughs.
Like all water schemes, Lele’a’s water system 
faces ongoing operational problems. Storage 
tanks empty out often when rationing is not 
followed, air lock causes stoppages, 
and household plumbing needs regular 
maintenance and upgrading.  The KEW 
Lele’a partnership ensures these problems are 
minimised and managed to cause least 
disruptions to villagers daily water needs. 
Women and children are the primary 
collectors, transporters, users, and managers of 
domestic water and promoters of home and 
community-based sanitation activities. Yet, 
in many societies, women’s views are not 
systematically represented in water 
management decision-making bodies. Water 
and Sanitation projects supported by donors 
provide major opportunities to close this gap.
PWWA and KEW Consults Ltd would like to 
strengthen water supply to Lele’a and to see 
such projects replicated throughout Samoa 
and in the Pacifi c thus invitations are issued for 
future collaborations with fi nancial assistance, 
household metering, ongoing maintenance and 
training Story by Sadhana Sen

“The water is nice and always cold to drink”. 
Helen Malag (12) with Grandma Luatasi Malaga (54) at 
their outdoor tap/shower.
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WATER EVERYWHERE – 
AND SOON IT WILL BE SAFE TO DRINK ON EBEYE

Ebeye, the second largest city in the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, is a small but densely populated 
island in the North Pacifi c. While Ebeye Island itself 
is tiny, it is within Kwajalein, the world’s largest coral 
atoll with about 100 islands surrounding its lagoon. 
Settled on about 32 hectares of land, Ebeye has a 
population of up to 15,000 people, about 50% of 
which is estimated to be under the age of 18.

You can drive around the island in just 15 minutes 
via the one-way ring road that snakes around the 
perimeter of Ebeye, with a population density higher 
than Hong Kong. The population density is due to:  
the 1,000 plus people who work on the nearby 
Kwajalein US missile base and their extended 
families; a high proportion of residents have moved 
to Ebeye from neighboring atolls, and some people 
from the mid-corridor section of the atoll were 
relocated to Ebeye. The mid-corridor section is off 
limits for residents under current arrangements with 
the US missile testing program. 

Ebeye has minimal groundwater reserves and no 
freshwater streams, so the island relies on a 
desalination plant for 78% of its water supply. The 
plant, operated by local fi rm Kwajalein Atoll Joint 
Utility Resources, produces a little over 500,000 liters 
of water (34 liters per resident) per day, but half of 
that is lost due to leaks in the supply network.

ADB and the governments of Australia and the US 
are working together to increase access to safe 
water and improve sanitation on the island through 
the Ebeye Water Supply and Sanitation Project. The 
project aims to connect all households to 
upgraded freshwater and sewage systems, and 
drastically raise hygiene levels. This will result in an 
increase in the minimum quantity of freshwater 
produced to 105 liters per person per day; reduce 
sewage overfl ow events; treat all sewage to at least 
primary standards, and engage 90% of the 
population in hygiene awareness courses. 
It will also boost the capacity of the local utility to 
operate and maintain the new installations.

Ebeye Hospital Chief of Staff Dr. Joaquin Nasa Jr. 
says the atoll has a high incidence of water-borne 
diseases, stemming from an ineffi cient water supply 
system that is only able to service each household 
for up to one hour of safe drinking water per week. 
Water-borne diseases are among the most 
frequent cases he sees at the hospital.

The water supply and sanitation project will help 
upgrade the existing network, and raise awareness 
of basic hygiene practices to raise public health 
standards on drought-prone Ebeye, where right 
now the main water source is a public tap located 
in the middle of town. It’s a bustling center, with 
people coming and going all day, loaded up with 
receptacles of all different shapes and sizes for 
their daily water needs. Some of the local people 
say the public tap is also a meeting place where 
you can catch up with friends and family as they 
collect their life preserving cargo. 

Ebeye resident Tonki Riklong says that when the 
project is fi nished, he won’t miss the ten-plus trips 
he makes every day to the public tap, hauling 
55-gallon drums on his bike to collect water for his
family and neighbors. Tonki says everyone in town
has heard about the project, and is excited about
the prospect of having 24-hour access to safe
water.
Gretha Nam is a 38-year-old accounts clerk at
a local construction fi rm. She is also responsible
for collecting water for her family of four at the
public tap twice a week. Sometimes her children,
aged 13 and 8, help her. Gretha says her family is
fortunate as they have a tank at home for water
storage, which means she doesn’t need to visit the
public tap every day. She looks forward to having
access to water for drinking, cooking and bathing
every day.

The fi rst phase of construction under the project, 
the building of the new desalination plant, 
begins later this year. The project team confi rms 
the people of Ebeye will notice improvements in 
their water supply as soon as April 2017. The project 
will run for 6 years, with a target completion date 
of December 2022.

Source: ADB.
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